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New Dojang! 

When we opened the Essex Road Dojang in January 2007, it was an exciting move that has 

meant the club has benefited from a permanent fully matted and equipped venue.  However 

over the last three years, the number of students training has grown by 30% and we have now 

outgrown Essex Road.  Importantly, the change that we started in January 2009 to everyone pay-

ing fees by monthly standing order has helped ensure that the club has a consistent cash 

flow. So over the last year, we have been searching for a new and larger venue.  Despite the ini-

tial disappointment with our planning application on Unit 4, Coronation Road, the club has been 

continuing to look for a new venue that will allow us to continue to grow and expand.   Following 

reviews of many options, we are now pleased to say that we have identified a new venue. 

The club has negotiated an outline agree-

ment and now obtained change of use plan-

ning consent on Unit 3A, Vickers Business 

Centre.   This unit will provide 75% more 

training area than Essex Road giving a mat-

ted area of greater than 180 sq metres, male 

and female toilets and a dedicated recep-

tion / waiting area - and also has a much 

higher ceiling.   The site has plentiful parking 

and being only 5 minutes walk from Basing-

stoke Hospital is on regular bus services 

from; Basingstoke Town Centre, Brighton 

Hill, Hatch Warren, Popley, Oakridge, Oakley, 

Tadley, Baughurst and others. The drawing 

shows the proposed layout 

Now that planning consent has been ap-

proved, the club will be working with Vickers 

Business Centre to complete the refurbish-

ment of the unit and finalise the details of 

the lease.  We will also be starting the detail 

planning to move from Essex Road to our 

new facility, which we can hopefully com-

plete during the Autumn 



  

Festival of Sport 2010—Euskirchen 

 

 
 

On  30
th

 June OBTKD took a team of fifteen to Germany for the Tenth annual Basingstoke and 

Euskirchen Sports Exchange. We travelled with around 200 competitors representing Sports 

clubs from all over the borough. Basingstoke won the shield in 2009 – could we hold on to it 

against stiff home competition in Germany? 

 

After a long journey by coach and ferry the Burgermeister of Euskirchen  welcomed us with 

breakfast. Refreshed with chocolate buns and Fanta we travelled on to Phantasialand. The mas-

sive Rollercoasters tested our courage and water rides were a great antidote to the baking sun-

shine. 

 

After an evening with our lovely host families, competition day dawned bright and very, very, 

hot.  Overton and Basingstoke took on KampfKunstSchule Tangun e. V. Euskirchen. Patterns 

were first, and we saw some fascinating examples of ITF style Hyung patterns as well as Poom-

sae.  After lunch, as the day got hotter, so did the competition, with some close-fought and 

tense sparring. The atmosphere was friendly and welcoming throughout. The competition closed 

with both teams being presented with medals , certificates and gifts. Gerry presented Klaus with 

a special award to celebrate the spirit of friendship between the two clubs. 

 

The evening was spent in a Cowboy town. Fistfuls of dollars were exchanged for some of the ex-

cellent local beers, and we tucked into pommes and wurst from the barbecue. After a Rock star  

style arrival on a huge motorbike, Paul and Dylan entertained everyone, singing under the stars. 

On Saturday we travelled with our host families to the Warner Brothers Movie Park in Bottrop, 

where there were more thrills and shows for everyone.  After general agreement that the 

SpongeBob ride was by far the most terrifying, we travelled back through a huge thunderstorm, 

arriving in Euskirchen in time to see the second half of Germany vs Argentina ( Although perhaps 

one of us would rather have missed it!) 

 

The civic centre in Euskirchen was packed for the final evening. We were entertained with Karate 

and dancing, sampled more local brew, and kept our finger crossed for the final results. OBTKD’s 
42-34 victory was announced to much cheering. The final score for all clubs was a draw and our 

hosts presented the shield to Basingstoke, with the hope that it may make up a little for Frank 

Lampard’s World Cup disappointment. 
 

The next morning we made our way home, stopping for essential purchases in Brussels and 

some ad hoc training on the beach at Calais. We arrived back in Basingstoke tired but happy, 

with some wonderful memories of Germany. 

 

A huge thank you to all our host families, who worked hard to make it a fantastic stay, to every-

one at KampfKunstSchule Tangun e. V. Euskirchen for organising such an exciting and busy time, 

and to Kevin Laing and all at BDBC for organising the trip. Special thanks too for Lynne and Gerry, 

whose hard work and good cheer made for a smooth and memorable trip.  
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Clubmark  

  

The club has been working hard over the last few 

months preparing for an application to become Clubmark accredited.  

  

Clubmark is awarded by Sport England  and is in recognition of a quality sports club with junior 

members. www.clubmark.org.uk 

  

As part of the application we have reviewed all the policies and procedures of the club, as well as 

introducing some new ones. All these documents will soon be available for access through the 

club website www.obtkd.org.uk  

   

The achievement of Clubmark accreditation will expand opportunities for the club to extend 

training in the schools, improve access to some grants and funding and will show potential new 

students and their parents that the club has a rigorously reviewed set of policies for running the 

club and its classes.  

 

We hope to be able to take forward our package for formal review in the near future, and this 

would then enable us to be one of the very first Taekwondo clubs in the country to be able to 

achieve accreditation.  

Black Belt Success for Sian 

On Sunday June 6th, Sian Reilly successfully passed her 1st dan grading following 8 years of com-

mitted training.   

The grading tested all aspects of Taekwondo including poomsae, sparring, one-step and self-

defence and was conducted by Grandmaster Lindsay Lawrence, 7th Dan, Grandmaster Mark 

Biddlecombe, 7th Dan, Master Michael King, 6th Dan and Master Graham Jones, 6th Dan.  Sian is 

pictured with Master King, Technical Director Taekwondo Chungdokwan GB,  alongside her long 

term friend Jazzy Bailey from Powerhouse Taekwondo 

who was also promoted. 

Starting as a 4 year old at the Overton class in 2002, Sian has 

been a committed student now training 3-4 times a week and 

regularly competing for the club as a poomsae competitor, 

including her recent silver medal at the Southern Champion-

ships.   This promotion is great recognition of her commit-

ment and dedication to our martial arts and to the club. 

The next Dan Grading will be on Sunday 5th December in 

Southampton.  With a significant number of 1st Kups/Black 

Tags in the club, we look forward to a number of people join-

ing Sian as a new black belt in 2010.   Those senior grades 

who would like to be considered for this grading should en-

sure they are at senior belt training regularly over the coming 

months and attend the pre-Dan seminar on the 21st Novem-

ber 

http://www.obtkd.org.uk/


Whitchurch Classes 

As many of you are aware the club's Instructor's committee has decided that the club is no 

longer in a position to continue to run classes in Whitchurch.  

  

The club took the decision on the basis that it was no longer appropriate, on a  Child Protec-

tion and Health & Safety basis, to continue to run a class with just one Instructor.  The club is 

not currently in a position to provide another Instructor to support the class, as all the other 

Instructors are supporting classes in Overton and Basingstoke at the same time as this 

class.  At the same time we were also aware that several of the students would not be con-

tinuing with the classes in September due to changes in personal circumstances.  

  

On a personal note, I have thoroughly enjoyed my five years of running the classes in 

Whitchurch with the children being a pleasure to teach.  I am sure that you will join me with 

wishing all these students well for their future and make them welcome in any of the other 

classes they are able to train in.  

  

Lynne Firth 

Instructor - Whitchurch  

9th Kup / Yellow Tag  8th Kup / Yellow Belt 5th Kup / Blue Tag 4th Kup / Blue Belt 

Hayden Chessell  Michael Darmody - Double  Neo Botha Alex Newman  

Ibrahim Salman  Rafferty Evans  Farris Whitwham   

Jude Cooper-Smith  Emily Crouch  Mujahid Baksh  2nd Kup Red Belt 

Max Piper  7th Kup / Green Tag Alex Stock    Dave Hatton  

Noah Collis   Rowan Williams  Morgan Magee   

Henry Fordham  Davey Klenz  Amy Stock - Credit  1st Kup / Black Tag 

 Stephanie Bale Harry Chivers  Tom Wheeler  Samuel Havard  

Lucy Cooper  Jack Dunesby  Jo Hatton   

Alice Buckley  6th Kup / Green Belt Leo Clifford   

Eimee Brown - Credit   Sarah Meeson  Liam Griffiths - Credit   

Patrick Heighway Michael Digby      

Melissa Oatham  Robin O'Neill    

George Allen Jay Hutchins    

Charlotte Flanders  Matthew Jarmain    

June Grading 

Congratulations to the successful candidates at the kup grading on the 13th June.   There were 

many good performances and a stronger spirit throughout.  Special recognition to Michael Dar-

mody who was double promoted to yellow belt and to the students who achieved Credit passes; 

Eimee Brown, Liam Griffiths and Amy Stock.   The next kup grading will be on Sunday 12th De-

cember 

The promotions achieved were: 



 

Southern Counties Open  
 

Four players from the club travelled down to Applemore for the Southern Counties Open on Sun-

day 5th September.    The tournament was fairly small with only approximately 100 players, 

however the standard was very high with a large percentage of experienced national class play-

ers.  

 

The team played really well with 3 out of the 4 facing national class players in their 

matches.    The spirit from the players was excellent with everyone taking on the challenge. 

The results were : 

 

Callum Walker Bronze Medal Lost in semi-finals in a very hard fought and physical match 

      with national player.  

Alex Walker Silver Medal  Lost in final, to a national player from weight division above.  

Amy Stock  Silver Medal Lost in final to a one of the brightest prospects in the female 

      cadet divisions.  

Neo Botha  Gold Medal  Won final with some fast exchanges dominating the match 

      throughout.  

 

This was a particularly well run and judged event.   Highly competitive but still with a friendly at-

mosphere.   Definitely will be on the calendar for 2011!  

Bursary Scheme 
 

What is the OBTKD Training Bursary Scheme?  

 

At the start of the economic crisis, the club reviewed how this might impact on some of our 

members and their families and decided to set up a scheme that could provide temporary finan-

cial assistance to  enable continued training for those who might be affected by, for example, 

unemployment.   The club agreed to fund up to five bursaries which would be reviewed and 

agreed by the trustees.     

 

The aim of the scheme is to: 

 

 -Support those who have difficulty meeting basic Taekwondo training costs by partly or

   fully covering membership, training and grading fees,  

 -Encourage people to progress towards national and international standards by assisting 

  with costs of competition, travel and equipment.  

 

Those who are supported through the scheme are expected to show an excellent attendance 

and attitude to their training, and act as role models within and beyond the club.  

 

If you are interested in more information, details and application forms can be download from 

the club website or speak to one of the instructors  



Equipment 
  Junior Adult 

Body Armour   £19.00 £23.00 

Head Guards £19.00 £22.00 

Shin pads £10.00 £12.00 

Forearm pad £9.50 £11.50 

Foot Protectors £14.00 £16.50 

Gloves   £13.00 £15.00 

Groin guards £9.00 £10.50 

Gum shields £1.50 £1.50 

Bat type pad £15.00 

Training Fees 

  One class per week Unlimited classes 

Adult £20 £30 

Junior £17 £25 

Payment by standing order. For details of discounted family rates 

please speak to one of the instructors 

Grading fee  £15   

  

Club Equipment 

Hoodies £20 

T-Shirts £8 

Tracksuit jackets £27 

Training bags £22 

Uniforms/Doboks  

Sizes 0000/100- 2/150 £15 

Sizes 3/160-7/200 £25 

Embroidered belts (dan grades only) £25 

  Time Venue Age/Grade 

Monday 7:30-9:30 Essex Road Over 12’s No exceptions 

Tuesday 

5:45-6:45 Overton Primary school 6-11 

6:45-8:00 Overton Primary  School 12+ 

Wednesday 7:30-9:30 Essex Road 12+ 

Thursday 7:30-9:00 Essex Road Over 12’s No exceptions 

Friday 

6:30-7:45 Essex Road 7+ 

8:00-9:15 Essex Road 12+ 

Saturday 

10:00-11:30 Overton Primary  School 10+ 

11:00-12:30 Essex Road 6-12 

1:00-2:30 Essex Road Sport Taekwondo 

Date Time Venue Event 

3
rd

 October 11-12:30 Essex Road Senior Grade Training 

24
th

 October  Bournemouth Dorset Open Championships 

7
th 

November 11-12:30 Essex Road Senior Belt Training 

20
th

 November  Overton Club Novice Tournament 

21
st

 November  Southampton Senior Grade Seminar  (2
nd

 Kup+) 

December (TBD)  Overton Assistant Instructor’s Course 

5
th

 December  Southampton Dan Grading 

12
th

 December  TBD Kup Grading 

Forthcoming events 

Class times 

Price list & Fees 


